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[bookmark: _GoBack]Socrates’ Argument in Crito
Why Socrates Did Not Escape from Prison
Socrates had been imprisoned by Athens's authority and was awaiting execution for impiety and corrupting the public. The impiety was judged based on his disrespect for the gods and possibly his matter of questioning the Athens traditions. In Crito, Socrates is provided with an opportunity to escape, a debate arouses of whether it was just for Socrates to escape jail since according to him, he was committed to justice and legality (Kraut 660). Socrates argued that the verdict given to him was wrong, however, it was reached through the legal process and the trial has been conducted according to the established rules. He tends to justify his decisions when he embraces the philosophy of law where he condemns any illegal acts and that included a prison breakout. Socrates argued that if the jurors advised him on giving up his philosophy in exchange for his freedom, he would have no choice but to disobey them, he was committed to fighting justice and legality for all citizens of Athens. As such, he should not escape prison because doing so will be breaking the laws and rules of the land. Socrates opinion should be followed, he uses the principle that one should never do what is just and wrong, it also gives clear understanding that rules should be upheld and followed no matter what circumstances a person is faced with. 
The Difference Between Harming and Wrongdoing
Socrates had different views of moral psychology. For instance, doing harm and wrongdoing. In the Crito, Socrates cautions the jury about the risk they may encounter if they judged him unjustly. He is prepared to face the risk but as he explains, what the juror is to face would be graver compared to his. This is because according to him any wrongdoing destroys a human soul, the juror knew that the case against him was politically influenced but they were ready to execute him. Trying to kill a man unjustly is one of the greatest wrongdoings and that would harm the juror souls since he explained that they would be destroying the precious gift God has given him which was life (Saxonhous 203). Socrates' view on harming is that a man’s soul is not affected; he reasoned that this was a deed or action that somebody was being responsible for it. The juror accused Socrates of doing harm to its traditions and supporting impiety in their youths.
Socrates’ Prison Break
Socrates' prison break would harm the social peace of the people. He stated that the laws enacted in the state were more important than the life of one man, even though innocent. Socrates had many followers who he had gained throughout the years and escaping prison would have gone against what he had taught (West et al. 312). He would not only have misled them but also supported the voluntarily right to do what is unjust.
Why Socrates Stayed in Prison
In the end, Socrates decided to stay in prison. In support of his decision, he stated that the most important goal in his life is achieving justice and to do that, he had to follow Athens procedures. He believed that if the trial was conducted in a fair manner and in accordance with the rules, he had a chance to present his case (West et al. 327). He was also motivated by the fact that he had the support of the citizens; this meant if the voting was to be done by citizens, he would still have a chance to win the case.
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